
Ranger Wendy Says Goodbye to Alcatraz
For many years Ranger Wendy has been the volunteer coordinator 
on Alcatraz, and soon she will be leaving to assume a new respon- 
sibilty as the supervisor of the John Muir National Historic Site in 
Martinez. The site includes the Visitor Center, the Muir/Strentzel 
House, and hiking trails in the hills around Mount Wanda. Wendy 
will be in charge of the staff and volunteers there, setting up pro-
grams, and attending to the operation of the visitor center. She in-
vites everyone to come visit the site and to say hello to her. Her last 
day will be on Novemebr 5th. FOCWA has always received great 
support from Wendy and we wish her well in her new position. 
Roger Roger Fang will be taking her place as volunteer coordinator
and there will be more about him in the next newsletter.

Other changes on the island include parking and 
scheduling. Parking at Pier 31 is no longer avail-
able to volunteers due to use of that pier by the 
San Franicsco Board of Elections; this will con-
tinue through November 18th. Parking can be 
found at 55 Francisco Street, across the street 
from Pier 33. The park is now on winter hours, 
meaning the last boat leaves at 4:30. Volunteers 
are asked not to take tours to closed-off areas 
after 2:30, on Tuesdays-Saturdays.

Spending the Day with Visitors
Recently Gary Hormel, new volunteer and FOCWA member John Ferris, and the editor spent the day 
on the island, giving programs and talking to visitors throughout the day. This is always a rewarding
part of being on the island, because for us it is a window on what is going on in other states and other 
countries when we ask about their home. Also, we get feedback on what folks think about Alcatraz, 
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San Francisco, and the United States. We almost invariably get good comments about the friendliness 
of San Franciscans, the beauty of the Bay, the good food, and the many attractions - sometimes they go 
to Muir Woods or the Golden Gate Bridge on the same day. We often get applause or compliments after 
giving a walking tour, because people appreciate a live person ready to tell the many stories about Al-
catraz. Sometimes we get questions on where to eat, so it’s good to know about restaurants in the area 
that get good reviews; after all, we are not only ambassadors for the Park Service but also for San 
Francisco.

Board Meeting on November 5
Because of schedule conflicts we will have our next board meeting in the evening on Saturday, No-
vember 5th, 7 p.m. We request board members to attend, and all FOCWA members are invited. Sub-
jects to be discussed: membership renewals; budget for next year; LH Day in the spring. The link to 
the Zoom meeting will be sent to all members.

Veterans Day, November 11th
Members of the Sons of Union Veterans will be in their uniforms at the gates to the National 
Cemetery in the Presidio, welcoming visitors starting at 10 am and ending at 2 pm. They will
give a tour of Civil War notables buried there at noon. A picnic will follow, weather permitting.
All FOCWA members are invited to join them; please dress in formal clothing if attending.

Politics in California During the Civil War
  Throughout much of the 1850s the California state legislature and governership were 
dominated by Southerners who tried their best to divide the state and have Southern California 
become another slave state. But in the statewide elections of 1861 Republicans were now in 
control of the governorship (with the election of Leland Stanford), the congressional delegation
and a majority of the state legislature. Nevertheless, a sizeable majority of the inhabitants 
of the southern areas of the Central and San Joaquin valleys, and counties to their south, were 
filled with mostly Southern sympathizers.  One hotspot was Visalia in Tualre County, an impor1 -
tant stop on the Butterfield Overland Stage line. Most of the inhabitants were from the South 
and were pro-slavery, and the local paper, the Equal Right Expositor, villified Lincoln and abo-
litionists in every issue. General Wright, commander of Union forces on the Pacific coast, at 
first tolerated the scurrilous attacks on Lincoln and Republicans, but when the newspaper open-
ly supported the rebellion, Wright asked the postmaster to ban all secessionist newspapers from 
the U.S. mail. He also sent two companies of the 2nd California Volunteer cavalry to set up 
camp outside the town.  The newspaper editors retaliated by calling the cavalry “California 
Cossacks” and soon found their office had been demolished and the type and papers tossed in 
the street.2

 See the 1860 election results by county at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1860_United_States_presidential_1 -
election_in_California to get an idea of people’s sympathies at the time

 Richard Hurley, California and the Civil War, p. 922

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1860_United_States_presidential_election_in_California
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Union newspapers were just as vigorous as the secessionist ones, and the American Flag, based 
in San Francisco, called out Democrat politicians for their treasonous statements. John
Chipman and Charles Weller were both sent to Alcatraz in 1864 for sevral weeks to re-consider 
their opinions.3
  Although Northern Democrats and Republicans in 
California had made an alliance to support the Union, 
the Democrats were opposed to black people having 
the right to vote, and to mix with white society. And 
they were united in opposition to the newspaper cen-
sorship and arrests for sedition. They also opposed 
loyalty oaths required for certain professions and huge 
fines for speaking in opposition to the war, although 
in fact this was rarely enforced. By 1864 many 
Democrats were tired of the war and became Peace 
Democrats, calling for negotiations to end the war. 
Former Governor Downey, a Democrat, had original-
ly supported the Union cause but now was speaking 
out against Republicans as promoting racial equality, 
and that year ran for governor as a Peace Democrat. 
He was defeated, but the undercurrent of white su-
premacy never went away in the state after the war.  
Because of the victories in the South - particularly the 
capture of Atlanta - in the election of 1864 Lincoln won the state with 58% of the vote. This 
was a remarkable shift in support, compared to the 32% he received in 1860.4

  California still reflects the past as seen today in the conservative rural areas and the more lib-
eral cities. But as a whole California strives to be a society that Lincoln had imagined, a place 
where workers keep the money they earn (aside from taxes, of course) and people are judged 
on their abilities and contributions to society, not on the color of their skin.  An imperfect soci-
ety, to be sure, but one of great promise.

Memberships Are Coming Due
Membership in the Friends of Civil War Alcatraz starts at $25/year and goes toward supporting our 
educational efforts to tell the story of California and the Civil War. We are an all-volunteer, non-profit 
organization and your contribution is tax deductible. Memberships start in January, but you can always 
get a head start and contribute now. For information on joining or renewing your membership, please 
go to the membership section of our website and contact our Membership Chairperson, Evelyn Mar.

 Ibid., p. 943

 Ibid., p. 964

John Downey, 7th governor of 
California. The city of Downey in 
Southern California is named 
after him.


