
FOCWA Members Attend Memorial Day 
FOCWA members Constance Smith, Brad Schall, 
Chuck Gardali, Ken Felton, and Steve Johnson 
joined SUVCW member Don Wilt in the Memorial 
Day commemorations at the National Cemetery at 
the Presidio on May 25th. They marched in the 
parade, gave cemetery tours, helped lower the 
Presidio garrison flag, and had an 1860’s style 
picnic, thanks to the culinary efforts of Constance 
Smith (fried chicken, homemade biscuits, lemonade and apple pie). The rangers were 
especially grateful for our help in the cemetery tours, and we have been invited to do the 
same next year. The crowds on the main post were thin due to the weather (a typically 
breezy and cloudy day) but several people at the service expressed their thanks that we 
were there to commemorate the contribution and sacrifice of our Union ancestors. 
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        Dates to Remember
              June 13 -14 
Civil War Days on Angel Island
            June 28, 10 a.m. 
Board Meeting at the Presidio
                August 15 
 Civil War Day at Fort Point
 September 26 note correction
Civil War Day on Alcatraz



Citadel Training  Even if you are familiar with the history of the citadel all volunteers 
must read the “Citadel Tour Guidelines” produced by the Alcatraz rangers, and after that 
you must conduct a tour with a ranger in attendance to make sure you fulfill all the safety 
requirements in bringing groups down to the citadel. Only then will you be qualified to 
give tours. Details are still being worked out about how visitors can sign up for the tours, 
and when the tours will take place. To obtain a copy of the guidelines contact Ranger Lori 
or  Ranger John.  

Cannon Saga     The NPS employee who works on cannons at Gettysburg did in fact 
visit the island and tried to move the drill bit stuck in the fuse hole by hammering it. He 
succeeded in moving it about a quarter of an inch. However, for whatever reason he did 
not come back to use a machine drill on the cannon. We are back to square one, but 
Ranger John is determined to find someone who has the skill to clear the plug. Stay tuned 
for further developments.  

Sally port Work   is nearly finished. Plans are in place to repair the stairs leading 
down to the lower level of the sally port so that small tours can be given to that area.

Visuals Being Prepared  If you plan to give a Civil War tour, we are preparing a 
book of visuals you can use along the way. Photos of the citadel, cannons, soldiers, the 
gardens, the Chapman, Harpending, etc. are going to be in large format you can show the 
visitors at various talking points. This should be available in a month.

Recommended Book  What was the relationship between Great Britain and the 
United States during the American Civil War? Was Britain prepared to go to war with the 
U.S. over cotton? (no) Were British troops sent to Canada after the Trent affair? (yes) 
Were there British citizens fighting on both sides? (yes) Were they volunteers? (not 
always) Did the British know about the ships being built in their country for the 
Confederates (yes and no). To find out more about this fascinating story read A World on 
Fire by Amanda Foreman. It is the most detailed work about this subject yet written.


